Caldbeck Parish Council - Highways Briefing for Mike Johnson
This briefing sets out Caldbeck Parish Council’s experiences in pressing for investment in
Caldbeck Parish priority highways and draws comparisons with investments in neighbouring
parishes. It believes insufficient attention has been paid to the Parish Council’s priorities based on
local experience and that Caldbeck has fared poorly in relation to investments made in
neighbouring parishes.
Over the last 10 years or more the Parish Council has consistently pressed Cumbria County
Council Highways to resurface the road from Caldbeck to Hesket Newmarket, known locally as
Hesket Lonning. It is a road that is well used by cars belonging to locals and visitors, as well as a
number of HGVs and agricultural traffic. It is the main route out of Caldbeck when travelling
towards the B5305 and on to Penrith. It is a road that is used by pedestrians and cyclists.
It serves as an unofficial diversion when the B5305 becomes blocked at Doctor's Brow,
Sebergham, which some 2 years ago, was used for a number of weeks by all types of traffic when
major resurfacing was undertaken.
The Parish Council finds it disappointing to say the least that a number of roads within the area
that do not have anywhere near the same amount of traffic as Hesket Lonning have been
resurfaced completely. In some cases patching would have been more than adequate given the
general low traffic volumes. In one case the road is a dead end, leading to a farm, which gives the
appearance of a private drive, although it is public highway. How the roads are prioritised for the
level of attention they have received locally is a mystery, as the important route of Hesket Lonning
has been missed.
The latest route to receive the full new tarmac treatment is from Hesket Newmarket Bridge to
Bankend and onto Low Moor Dyke, a distance of approximately 3 kilometres. This is situated in
Castle Sowerby parish and is probably the quietest road in the area. It serves one farm and a
private dwelling, which was a farm a few decades ago. Apart from those premises any other traffic
is virtually nil. There have been a number of local residents querying why this road is being
resurfaced when simple patching would have been more than adequate for the use it gets. It
appears to be a complete waste of tax payers money.
There certainly does not appear to be an equitable distribution of funds based on usage and
condition and although investment in local roads is to be welcome, greater attention needs to be
given to tackling priorities so as to deliver better value for money. Local Committee Highways
Working Groups should provide that focus on the bigger picture and facilitate discussion of
priorities but the Parish Council is not convinced that has happened as effectively as it should.
The remainder of the briefing paper looks in more details at Caldbeck roads and recent road works
and then considers some of the investments which have taken place in neighbouring parishes.
Caldbeck Map
A - B (Faulds Brow - Parkend). This is in Caldbeck Parish and is a road that is infrequently used
and primarily serves the 2 farms along its route. It is not something that Caldbeck PC pressed for
and did not merit a complete new surface.
F - G (Howbeck, Hesket Newmarket - Millhouse). This is in Caldbeck Parish. The route did require
a number of repairs and is well used and is part of the main route to the B5305.
G - H (Millhouse - Deer Rudding). This is in Castle Sowerby Parish. Regularly used but does not
have a great amount of traffic. We were surprised when it was given a complete new surface.
G - I (Millhouse - Brickhouses, also known as Salter Lonning). This is in Castle Sowerby Parish
and is well used and merited the investment in the new road surface as it is part of the main route
to the B5305.

C - D (Hesket Bridge - Newlands). This is in Castle Sowerby Parish. The road is on on a steep hill
and there were a number of drainage issues. The road is used reasonably often.
D - E (Newlands - Southernby). This is in Castle Sowerby Parish. The road is well used by HGVs
servicing Stobarts feed mill at Newlands.
G - J - K (Millhouse - Hall Field Farm). This is in Castle Sowerby Parish. This road is infrequently
used and the part from J - K going to Hall Field is in effect a private drive, as it is a dead end. This
certainly did not merit the cost of a complete new surface given its use. Patching would have been
more than adequate.
C - L (Hesket Bridge - Low Moor Dyke (Bankend road)). This is in Castle Sowerby Parish. This is
one of the most under used roads in the area. Prior to its resurfacing the centre of the road was
green with algae due to it having so little use. Patching would have been more than adequate. This
is certainly questionable use of tax payers’ money.
Westward Map
A - B - D (Intack - Warblebank). This is in Westward Parish. This road services two side roads but
overall it is not a vastly used road compared to Hesket Lonning.
C - B (Westward - Watchill). This is in Westward Parish. This services the local church and parish
rooms, together with a few houses and carries on to Warblebank. It is not a greatly used road
compared to Hesket Lonning.
E - F (Oxrigg - Brackentwaite). This is in Westward Parish. A fairly quiet road compared to Hesket
Lonning.
There are other road within the Rosley area that have also benefited from being resurfaced.
Hesket Lonning has within the last 2 weeks been patched in a number of places, which is certainly
an improvement and we understand is to be surfaced dressed during the Summer. However, there
are still parts where the surface is starting to break up. It is uneven in many parts where trenches
have been dug for services, as well as many uneven cambers. In many places there are gaps
between the edge of the tarmac and the verge. This road still needs to be properly resurfaced.
The road between Hesket Newmarket and Howbeck is also in need of attention with many uneven
areas. This was marked up for attention some 2 years ago but work has not taken place. Patching
work is currently on going along the Street Head road between Hesket Newmarket and Parkend
via the Wath. The road is in poor condition and certainly requires attention given the level of traffic
using it, significantly more than the Hesket Bridge to Low Moor Dyke road (Bankend road).
Work also needs to be done on the Wath to Upton road at Caldbeck, which has been postponed
until the next financial year, as well as the road around Caldbeck Green. Money was apparently
allocated for these repairs and was due to be undertaken in 2015 but we are still waiting for the
repairs.
Conclusion
The Parish Council believes that more attention should be given to local priorities and that parish
councils are often in the best position to identify those priorities. Caldbeck Parish Council has been
pressing for investment in priority roads for many years and is impressed with the time Highways
managers have given to the Parish Council in visiting the parish and meeting on site to discuss
highways problems. It recognises that resources are limited and work is progressing which is
welcomed. But there have certainly been some questionable decisions which are still occurring,
resulting in poor value for money (the Hesket Newmarket Bridge/Bankend Road where the split
between Highways East and West has not helped). It trusts that Highways Local Committees will
look more closely at relative priorities and ensure investment is directed to important local roads
carrying greater volumes of traffic.
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